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tion. Zaghlul Pasha, at this period, was a man of
moderate opinion, no less a patriot than Mustapha
Kamel, but more disposed to gain his end by consti-
tutional methods. For a time the new Minister's
avowed intention to purge the colleges and schools
of British influence kept the students quiet. Thus
Arabic was substituted for English as the medium
of instruction, and preparations were made to train
Egyptians as teachers in the Higher Schools, later
to take the place of Englishmen. But the mischief was
too deeply seated for Zaghlul Pasha to eradicate. The
students, having learnt their power to trouble lawfully
constituted authority, were disinclined to surrender it.
They mocked at the Minister when he attempted with
a high hand to put down indiscipline, and continued
to occupy their attention with political discussion.
The crude criticism and abuse, which Mustapha
Kamel and his lieutenants had showered upon Great
Britain, received unexpected point from an unfortunate
incident "which occurred in the village of Dinshawai
in the centre of the Delta. For some years there had
been complete cessation of the isolated attacks at one
time frequently made by Egyptians upon unoffending
and unarmed British soldiers of the Army of Occupa-
tion, and parties of officers and men, carrying out
route-marching and minor manoeuvres in the Pro-
vinces, had been welcomed by the inhabitants of the
district through which the columns passed. In the
early summer of 1906, one such column of mounted
troops was engaged on these duties, and their pro-
gramme of work brought the force to the district of
Dinshawai. Dinshawai village is famous for the
pigeons which the inhabitants breed ; and the four or
five officers with the column, aware of this fact, asked
permission to shoot the birds. There was some mis-
understanding, and when the guns arrived at the
scene they were met by a crowd of angry villagers.

